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[Abstract]

On the Relationship between the Subjective Unity of
Apperception and the Objective Unity of Apperception in the
B Edition of the Critique of Pure Reason

Kang, Ji Young (University of Seoul)

The goal of this paper is to clarify the relationship between the "subjective unity of
apperception (subjektive Einheit der Apperception)" and the "objective unity of
apperception (objective Einheit der Apperception)” in the B edition of the Critigue of
Pure Reason. To this end, I define what subjective unity and objective unity of
apperception are by explaining from §17 to §19 of the B edition of the “Transcendental
Deduction of Categories,” where the subjective unity and objective unity of
apperception are thematized. I then clarified what Kant meant by his explanation that
the subjective unity of apperception is "derived from the objective unity under given
conditions in concreto” by critically examining the various interpretations of previous
studies.

The task of the "Transcendental Deduction of Categories” is to show how a
perception constituted by the subject's perceptual faculties can be a valid perception of
an object. In the B version of the Deduction, this was done by showing that the activity
of understanding is both the capacity to synthesize and the capacity to judge, and thus
the activity of the understanding is necessary for the knowledge of objects. Since the
subjective unity of apperception and the objective unity of apperception are concepts
that emerge in the context of explaining this capacity of the understanding, this study
contributes to clarifying the aim and argumentation structure of the B version of the
Transcendental Deduction of Categories.

[Keywords] transcendental deduction of categories, transcendental
apperception, objective unity of apperception, subjective unity of

apperception
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