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Abstract

Political factions in King Sunjo’s later years, as well as King
Heonjong’s reign
- Examination of Crown Prince Hyo'myeong's overseeing of the government and the

following periods, through texts such as Chuan-geup-Gugan -
Kim, Jeong-ja

In the first year of King Sunjo’'s reign, the house of Queen Jeongsun,
inside the Noron party’s in-law community, and the Shim Hwan-ji line
affiliated with the Byeokpa faction within the Noron party, allied with each
other to launch the so-called Byeokpa regime. Then leaders of that regime
initiated the ‘Shin'yu-year Purge[2¢P49%k:]’ which was meant to drive
members of the Hyegyeong—gung house within the Noron in-law community,
the Shipa faction of the Noron party, group of people inside the Soron party
sworn to honor the late Crown prince Sado, and the ‘Shinseo’ pocket of the
Southerners, all away from the government. Then, after the ‘Recommendation
incident’ in the 2™ year of King Sunjo’s reign and the Kim Dal-sun scandal
in the 5" in the 6" year the so—called “Byeong’in-year Turnover”
(“Byeong’in Gyeong’hwa, N#{#1t”) occurred. This incident was enabled by
an alliance between many parties: the Hyegyeong—gung house and the
Gasun-gung house among the Noron party’s in-law groups, house of Sunjo’s
queen and the Shipa faction within the Noron party, the Cheong’ron group,
some people of the Byeokpa faction, and also some of the Soron and
Southerner parties’ associates.

King Sunjo tried to regulate these factions, and respect the power of these
influential officials and houses. From the 27" year and through the 30" of his
reign, Crown prince Hyo'myeong, members of the Pung’yang Jo house (house
of the Crown princess), some people of the Cheongron and Byeokpa factions,
and those of the Soron and Southerners, all entered the government.

When Yi Yin-bu(ZF#H#H) submitted the ‘Wu'hyeon Jwa'cheok(F5 &7 h,



[

ot

T8=F (54)

The Wise at the right and In-laws at the left)’ appeal to the king, Cheong’ron
party members were enraged. Yi Roh-geun(ZF441) blamed both of the
in-law factions within the Noron party. Shin Eui-hak(M'HE) criticised Kim
Th-jae(<2fE#%) as representing a party which was against late King Jeongjo's
righteous Tangpyeong cause, and called for the reinstatement of Yi Seo—gu
(#EH) and Shim Hwan-ji(##%)’s honor, who were both part of the
Byeokpa party. Crown prince Hyomyeong warned both of the
aforementioned in-law factions as they would have probably been behind
such series of critical appeals submitted to the king, and also sent messages
to members of the Cheong’ron, Byeokpa, Soron and Southerners groups as
well. His stance seems to have been that of ‘dealing with fire with fire(‘ A2k

When Crown prince Hyo'myeong died, Shin Yun-rok(H#1 7ik) submitted an
appeal criticising Jo Byeong—hyeon and Yi Ji-yeon, while Yun Sang—do(F+f&
%) submitted an appeal criticising the Soron party. Named as the culprit
behind these appeals, Kim Roh-gyeong(:4+%) of the Gyeongju Kim house
was exiled, but after Kim Jo-sun died, King Sunjo released him from his
exile.

In the 6™ year of King Heonjong’s reign, when Queen Sun'weon was still
overseeing the country, Kim Hong-geun requested review of the Yun
Sang—do case, and people like Heo Seong, Kim Yang—sun and Kim Jeong—hi
were implicated as conspirators behind that incident. The Andong Kim house
exiled Yi Ji-yeon and Yi Gi-yeon brothers, in a campaign waged against all

who were not siding with the Andong Kim house.

Key word : King Sunjo(ffiftl), Crown prince Hyomyeong(ZH] i),
King Heonjong(#5%), Shin Eui-hak(BEF ), Yoon Sang—do
(FH), ‘Wu'hyeon Jwa'cheok(HE 47K, The Wise at the
right and In-laws at the left), Chuan-geup-Gugan(¥:%:
B4, Records of Investigation and Interrogation)

F3Y 22077 AASEY 220 7.3, AMATHD 202087 |
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