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{Abstract)

A critical review on the thesis of the nonexistence of
medieval English type village community in later part of
Choson period by an economic historian Younghoon Rhee

Sim Hui Gi*

I . Raising the issue

In 2001, Younghoon Rhee, a prominent Korean economic historian, argued that
medieval English type village communities did not exist in the later part of Choson
period. If this argument is close to historical fact, it will greatly lower the morale of
the village community activists that are currently in progress. This paper aims to present

research tasks to deal with reasonably the argument of Younghoon Lee.

I'. Five elements of symptom of the existence of village community, which Younghoon

Rhee suggested.

First element: There must not be a slave owner and slave relation between members.

Second element: Joining and withdrawing, as a member cannot be selective freely.

Third element: The village community must have a legal personality separate from
individual members.

Fourth element: The village community must jointly own or use the land.

Fifth element: The common business covered by the village community should be

wide enough,

Il. My opinion on the Rhee’s suggestion

First, Rhee’s first and second elements should be discarded because of the

unreasonableness of his arguments.

* honorary professor, Law School, Yonsei University.
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Second, villages in later part of the Choson period had independent legal personalities,

Third, many villages in later part of the Choson period had covered considerably wide
range of common business.

Fourth, many villages in later part of the Choson period did not own mountain area
commonly or use of it, However, I think that Rhee’s fourth element can be a kind of
an important factor but should not be a necessary one, Rhee’s position is a kind of

an expression of western ethnocentrism.

IV. Conclusion and some suggestions.

It seems Rhee’s argument that medieval English type village community did not exist
in later part of the Choson period was hasty judgment, both in theory and in empirical
evidence.

However, it is necessary to advance and deepen the level of research on the villages

in later part of the Choson period.

(Key Words)

village community, village commune, legal personality, self governance, village bylaw
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