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Mapping Twenty-First-Century General Education Based upon A Convergence Science
- Humanistic Conversion of Big History
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Abstract

Big History could be definitely helpful for mapping out general education as a convergence science in the 21* century.
The reason for this is that Big History is the largest research and education field, combining almost all the natural sciences
and humanities. However, the scale of convergence does not guarantee the most desirable content of convergence science.
As long as the core of general education lies in understanding human beings and improving their total competence which
used to be the classic goal of general education, Big History needs to be converted in favor of the humanities. The current
form of Big History would contribute to strengthen a natural science-oriented general education.

The clue to the humanistic conversion of Big History can be drawn from Deep History and Anthropocene discourse,
which are in the process of expanding the time-and-space purview, and testing out the interdisciplinary approaches such
as Big History. Unlike the syncretic feature of Big History, Deep History and Anthropocene discourse have the full potential
of expanding our perspective by paying deep attention to human subjectivity and culture. In the 21% century-definition of
human beings, we must take into account the fact that we ourselves became a geological force. The goal of human behavior
and culture, which has thus far been oriented towards solving society’s problems, needs to be extended to the global and
cosmic level.

The future of not only human beings but also of our planet depends on the development of science and technology.
According to the argument of ‘Good Anthropocene’, we already have enough potential to develop advanced technology to
stop Global Warming. As the research of historical climatology has shown, however, it is not technology itself, but social
relations and the cultural framework that determine how technology is used to develop solutions to society’s problems. General
education in the 21% century should overcome the anthropocentric understanding of human beings and contribute to establishing
a nomadic identity based upon a more open interaction with the globe, environment, and technology. Big History, Deep
History and Anthropocene discourse could serve as a ‘big’ usher for general education based upon a convergence science

which will explore a new picture of human beings.

Key Words: Convergence, Big History, Humanities, Deep History, Anthropocene, World History



