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{Abstract>

The Korean War, Possession, and Dispossession: On the site of
Loss and Destruction of Homes in Wartime

Kim Yerim"

This study explores the plight and process of evacuees and war victims
becoming refugees in the aspect of the loss and destruction of homes during the
Korean War,

The majority of pre-existing research have studied the Korean War from a
political context. However, it is important to note that the war itself was a
socio-economic event, The kernel of the war as a socio-economic event is that
it agitated the existing order of ownership or possession, mainly in the form of
its ambiguation, confiscation or forfeiture, This paper understands the core
process of becoming refugees as dispossession, especially through the loss and
destruction of the home, The bombing, occupation and recapture brought about
a large number of people who were divested of residence. Poverty and wretched
plight in wartime society was discovered by the state and governance of
bio-politics were imposed: to make places to accommodate refugees as part of
the War Refugee Relief Policies and to forbid the illegal and violent occupation
of ‘yeoksan’ or the property of collaborators, Extortion of ‘yeoksangaok  or the
house of collaborator was mainly perpetrated by the military and the police,
which showcased their unlawful pillage of civilians' possessions, There were
limits and restrictions on the relief policy and administration of the state at war
which implemented and permitted violence, Social communities were required to
assume responsibility for bearing the burden of refugees, but the owners of real
property seeking private interests were not so cooperative, Those who lost their
residences could not resolve the troubles of life, They wandered from place to

place and became refugees between the state and society.
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