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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to unravel the implications and limits of the contents pertaining to human evolution at the
level of general biology courses. Five textbooks for general biology courses were analyzed. All books describe human beings
in the context of phylogenetic systematics, indicating that human beings, along with all other organisms, are also descendant
from a common ancestor. Many examples found in these books indicate that human beings are members of living things,
meaning that human beings share certain common features with all living things on earth. Based on various facts contained
in these books, three points can be noted as follows: First, these books mentioned three common features, which are found
in chapters on human evolution. These are walking upright, an increase in brain volume, and the use of tools. Second,
these books showed evolutionary aspects of human beings in every chapter. So it is even possible to arrange examples
from the molecular up to the ecosystem level. Third, many features of human beings can be compared to those of chimpanzees
in order to distinguish our own evolutionary features. As a result, one of important aspects of human evolution seems to
be related to, or at least is partially dependant upon, human culture.

Based on these analyses, four points should be stressed in general biology class when it comes to human evolution. First,
human evolution seems not to be a special kind of process, but a typical one, and one that is on-going. Second, apes (including
chimpanzees) are not the ancestors of human beings, and therefore thirdly, this means, for example, that chimpanzees will
not evolve into human beings. Fourth, human culture plays an important role in shaping human evolution. This last point
seems to be special in that human culture can act as a bridge between biology and the humanities and/or social sciences.
However, many biology instructors have little acquaintance with facet of the curriculum. Therefore, it should be noted that

instructors for general biology classes need to comprehend and read more about human evolution in terms of human culture.

Key Words: General Biology, Multidisciplinary Competency, Culture, Human Evolution, Liberal Education



