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Abstract: This paper visits the current address of climate history, which draws attentions to and expectations
with the rising agenda of climate change. Under the Anthropocene’s intuitive appeal, climate history has gone
through a transition, shifting its focus from natural climate towards a human-climate dynamic, i.e. vulnerability
and adaptation of human beings and societies. This humanistic turn of climate history is significant, because the
future of the Anthropocene totally depends on the human hands as a geological force. In preparing for the future
of climate change, it is getting more and more important to deeply understand human society and culture, which
could facilitate or hinder a creative adaptation to climate change. The biggest challenge of climate history
writing has been shaking off the climate determinism. This paper reviews three outstanding books of climate
history in order to discuss this problem: Geoffrey Parker’s Global Crisis (2013), John Brooke’s Climate Change
and the Course of Global History (2014), and Wolfgang Behringer’s Kulturgeschichte des Klimas (2006). These
three books are demonstrating three different paths to overcome climate determinism and to explore a
future-oriented paradigm of historiography for the Anthropocene epoch. Key words: Anthropocene, climate
change, climate history, culture, environment, epidemic, Little Ice Age
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