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<ABSTRACT>

A Case Study of General Education in Harvard University:
Focused on the Curriculum Revised in 2016

Choi, Mi Lee(Duksung University)

Harvard University has revised liberal arts curriculum recently in preparation for the
coming era and looking at the present age. This study analyzed the case and suggested
the following suggestions

First, Harvard University redefined the purpose of liberal education. It aims to educate
students to live a life that is ethical as a global citizen. In order to live well in a complex
world where tradition, culture and values are in conflict, the awareness of the times that
higher education should prepare students to live a life that is ethical is very important.

Second, Harvard University changed some of its curriculum to ‘distribution system’
of 70 years ago. In spite of the fact that one third of the curriculum is operated as a
free elective system, the philosophy of training the freedom and responsibility of choice
even within general education through distribution requirement also provides
implications. The scope of the required number of area is reduced, but the courses
included in the area also provide implications for expressing a willingness to provide a
small number of selected courses with a strong interdisciplinary character that faithfully
matches the purpose of liberal education.

Third, the courses are aimed at students living a life of acting ethically as a citizen
in a changing world’. Therefore, the course should clearly demonstrate how it fits into
the social, ethical, and technical challenges that we face personally and collectively in a
changing world. It is worth noting that Harvard Universities set up courses that
specifically address the goals of liberal education.

Finally, Harvard University has made sure that the general education program goes
through a review process to ensure a high quality level. The General Education Review
Committee considers whether courses are aligned with the objectives of liberal
education and are based on an interdisciplinary approach. The specific financial and
administrative support methods provided by the university headquarters to review and
manage the curriculum is a practical reference for Korean universities to operate liberal
arts curriculum..

* Key words: general education, liberal education, distribution system,
core curriculum, free elective system, ethical reasoning, ethical life



