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<ABSTRAC>

A Case Study on the Core Curriculum and the
Competency-Based Assessment System Using Rubric at
University of Dayton in the United States of America

Choi, Mi Lee(Duksung Women's University)

In order for a university to fulfill its mission of higher education, it must be fully
committed to each of the following three stages. The first is to establish educational
objectives, the second is to develop curricula that can achieve educational objectives,
and the third is to achieve educational objectives through teaching and learning
processes. This study models the University of Dayton in the United States as an
example of a university that is responsible for each of the three steps mentioned above.
University of Dayton has developed a Common Academic Program, which is a core
curriculum for achieving its own educational objectives, and is required for all students.
In addition, all courses included in the Common Academic Program are specifically
linked to the educational objectives of the university and the learning objectives of the
students. This study examines the innovative educational system of University of
Dayton in detall and analyzes its operation cases, and suggests the following
implications for Korean universities, which have not been able to study with interest in
every steps of the purpose, content and outcome of university education. Korean
universities should first devote themselves to the task of establishing their own
educational goals, and the educational goals should be set to specific evaluable
competencies. Next, in order to achieve the educational goals, a core curriculum that
includes majors and liberal education curricula should be developed and shared by the
whole university in a sense of community. The competency-based assessment should
examine whether the outcomes of the curriculum have met the educational goals and
have a university-level evaluation system where the results are fed back to students’
learning and faculty improvement. In conclusion, Korean universities, like Dayton
University, should fulfill their responsibilities in higher education by fulfilling their
responsihilities at each stage and integrating them at the university level in order to
increase the consistency of the purpose, process and results of education.

* Key words: core curriculum, rubric, educational objectives, competency
- based assessment, general education



